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	URGENT ACTION
	
	UA 092/2024

	Woman human rights defender disappeared

	MEXICO


Mexican defender Sandra Domínguez and her husband Alexander Hernández are disappeared. Sandra’s relatives reported to the Office of the Attorney General of the state of Oaxaca that Sandra and Alexander were last seen in their home in María Lombardo de Caso, municipality of San Juan Cotzocón, located in the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca, on 4 October, 2024. We call on Mexican authorities to take all necessary steps and resources to find defender Sandra Domínguez alive in coordination with their relatives and all the authorities responsible for the search, as well as bring those responsible for the disappearance to justice.
Sandra Domínguez is an Ayuuk indigenous defender from Oaxaca, a state located in southern Mexico. She is a lawyer and litigates cases of violence against women. In 2020, she publicly denounced a WhatsApp group where officials of the state of Oaxaca participated. In that chat, sexual images of indigenous women were circulating. Sandra, who was one of the victims whose images were shared, filed a criminal complaint against one of the officials involved in the chat. 
The number of missing and disappeared people remained high in Mexico. In 2024, the National Search Commission (CNB) registered at least 10,228 new denounces of missing and disappeared people. According to official figures, a total of 116,615 people were registered as missing and disappeared between 1952 and October 2024.
Disappearance drives families, loved ones, and communities to search for their loved ones. Relatives searching for disappeared and missing people faced serious risks, including enforced disappearance, killing, repression and threats. In the report Searching Without Fear: International Standards for protecting women searchers in the Americas, Amnesty International draws on international human rights law to make the case that searching for forcibly disappeared persons is a right. Given that most searchers in the Americas are women, the report also details states’ international obligations to protect against the unique risks, threats, and attacks that, as women, they face.
TAKE ACTION
1. Write an appeal in your own words or use the model letter on page 2.
1. Please take action before 11 February 2025 (= Deadline extended).
1. Preferred language: Spanish*. You can also write in your own language.
1. INFO POSTAGE: Post delivery is possible to almost all countries. Please check at the Swiss Post whether letters are currently being delivered to the destination country. 
If not, please send by email, fax or social media and/or via the embassy with the request for forwarding to the named person. Thank you !
	APPEALS TO
	COPIES TO

	1.)
Governor Salomón Jara Cruz
State of Oaxaca
Valerio Trujano s/n, Centro Histórico
68000 Oaxaca de Juárez
Oaxaca
Mexico
Email: salomon.jara@oaxaca.gob.mx
Twitter/X: @salomonj / @GobOax
2.)
José Bernardo Rodríguez Alamilla
Attorney General of the state of Oaxaca
Email:  contacto.fiscalia@fge.oaxaca.gob.mx
secretaria.particular@fge.oaxaca.gob.mx
vicefiscalia.mixteca@fge.oaxaca.gob.mx
Twitter/X: @FISCALIA_GobOax
3.)
Michel Julián López
Head of the State Search Commission Oaxaca
E-Mail: oficialia@cebpeo.gob.mx
Twitter/X: @CEBPEO
	Botschaft von Mexiko
Weltpoststrasse 20
3015 Bern
Fax: 031 357 47 48
E-Mail: informacionsui@sre.gob.mx 
Twitter/X: /EmbaMexSui
FB: /EmbMexSui

	 *Spanish model letter, social media guidance and more targets see online: amnesty.ch UA 092/24
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Governor Salomón Jara Cruz
State of Oaxaca
Valerio Trujano s/n, Centro Histórico
68000 Oaxaca de Juárez
Oaxaca
Mexico

________________________

Dear Governor,
I am writing to you about Sandra Domínguez, a Mexican indigenous woman, lawyer, and human rights defender, who disappeared on 4 October, 2024. She and her husband Alexander Hernández were last seen then in her home in the state of Oaxaca. According to local authorities, the victims' vehicle was found later in the state of Veracruz, where local authorities and security forces are also searching for Sandra and her husband.
Sandra litigates cases of violence against women. She denounced local authorities sharing sexual images of indigenous women in 2020.
Sandra Domínguez’s relatives reported the disappearance to the authorities on 8 October and are demanding effective and swift search from the authorities to find her alive, as well as guarantee their rights to search.
I therefore urge you to take all necessary steps use all necessary resources to find defender Sandra Domínguez alive, in coordination with their relatives and all the authorities responsible for the search and the investigation, as well as to bring those responsible for the disappearance to justice.

Yours sincerely,
________________________
Copie
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